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• AS degree

• 61 credit hours

• 1 course short of 

additional AA degree

• All Biotech Classes taught 

in the lab

• Internship with Leading 

Industry Partners

Valencia Biotechnology Program



Student Demographics



NSF Grant Objectives

1. Expand our Biotechnology partners and expanding the 
Biotech community and our industry partners serving 
our current students and K-12 students.

2. Amplify Biotechnology essential skills training for 
students.

3. Enhance “In-house” experience for Valencia students.

4. Expand the biotechnology community.



Impact on Student Opportunities 

• Increased Industry 
Partners by 39%

• Added 23 Internship 
Positions Available

• Increased our Industry 
Partnership Score from 
55% in 2019 to 88% in 
2024. 

• Score determined by 
Working Partners 
Partnership Rubric

 



Workforce Preparation

• Time management

• Written and verbal 
communication

• Budgeting

• Teamwork

• Networking



Developed Biotech and Workforce Skills 
Canvas Modules

• Biotech Modules
• Biotechnology Research

• Emerging Technologies

• Biomanufacturing

• Workforce Modules
• Networking

• Problem Solving

• Research Integrity
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Streamlined Student Internship Processes

Developed Canvas Courses

• Application 
requirements

• Application process

• Registration process

• Internship sites available 
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• Biotech Connect Initiatives

• Biotech Week Celebrations

Enhanced Biotech Awareness



• BioSymposium 
• Networking 

Opportunities
• Field Trips to 

Biotech labs
• Celebration of 

Biotech

Enhanced Biotech Awareness



Program Growth

• Companies that hire 
students

• Increase in the number of 
completers (technical 
certificates and AS degrees)

• BACE credential

• InnovATEBio Envisioning the 
Next Bioscience Workforce 
– State Team 



Where Our Biotech Alumni Work



Degree and Certificate Earners 2020-2023

57
AS Degree

54
Biotechnology Laboratory 

Specialist

84
Biotechnology Specialist

49
BACE Credential (21-24)



Program Impact - InnovATEBio Envisioning 
the Next Bioscience Workforce

• Member of the Florida State 
Team

• State Team “Talent Table” at 
the BioFlorida Celebration of 
Biotechnology

• Hosted the BioFlorida Central 
Florida Chapter Event



Student Impact Story

Victor Conte



Thank you!

• Mentor Connect and Elaine Johnson

• The ATE Community

• Industry Partners

• Grant Team

• Administration

• Lab Staff



Contact Information

Susan Ingersoll

singersoll@valenciacollege.edu

Sothy Kien

skien@valenciacollege.edu
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