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The Circle of the Center
Center for Plant and Life Sciences

Elizabeth Boedeker, Contract Research Coordinator, 

Senior Research Scientist

Lee Douangkeomany, Educational Outreach Specialist

Thursday July 25, 2019

Mission Statement 

St. Louis Community 

College expands minds and 

changes lives every day.

We create accessible, 

dynamic learning 

environments focused on 

the needs of our diverse 

communities.

Florissant Valley campus

South County Education and University Center
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The Circle of ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΧ

Agenda

ÅActivity

ÅHowour location makes a difference 

ÅMany aspects of Outreach

ÅHigh School Research

ÅEquipment/Programs

ÅDefining Success
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Welcome!

ÅGonnaKickǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΧΦ
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How did the Task make you feel?

ÅFrustrated?

ÅAnxious? Uneasy?

ÅMaybeOverwhelmed?

Å¢ŀǎƪ ƛǎ άǳƴŀǘǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜέ ƎƻŀƭΚ

[ŜǘΩǎ ¢Ǌȅ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊΗ
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This task?

ÅBroke it down a little

ÅMuchmore manageable

ÅCould you make one on your own now?

ÅCould you imagine how you might be able to?

Ok, andmaybe just ONE MORE!
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Now?
ÅTeam work

ÅMost basic component

ÅInstructions provided to take with you 

(practice?)

ÅGuidance for every step

Complete Origami Box

ÅHow students and non science folks think 
about science

ÅImpossible

ÅThey do not understand

ÅGoalis unattainable
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BREAKǘƘŀǘΧΦ
ÅOutreach shows them a piece

ïOne step

ÅSimple

ÅMaybe a bit complex too

ÅStarts the break down of that mentality

Programs ςTechnical Training

ÅShow them howto do it

ÅCan offer advice

ÅtǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ άǘƛǇǎέ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ

ÅGuide helps with important/NOT important
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YouCouldDo It Again!

Variablessimilar to science

ÅPaper

ïType

ïSize

ïDividers

ïDesignof paper

ÅPaper folding

ïSquare box

ïTriangle box

ïHexagonal box

Agenda

ÅActivity

ÅHowour location makes a difference 

ÅMany aspects of Outreach

ÅHigh School Research

ÅEquipment/Programs

ÅDefining Success
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BRDG Park Location: The Key to CPLS Success

ÅCentrally located in the region

ÅSupports multiple district programs

ÅInternships for Biotechnology, Horticulture, 

Engineering and Clinical Lab

Å 16 companies at BRDG Park enrich student learning

Å Other buildings will bring even more opportunities

Center Imbedded with Industry

ÅMany start ups in same building

ÅLuncharea inhabited by all!
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Location

Å Located within an Industry Building

ï BioResearchand Development Growth Park (BRDG Park)

ï STLCC Center for Plant and Life Sciences (CPLS)

ï 10,500 square feet, 1st floor (great visibility)

Å Close to much regional BiotechnologyIndustry

ï Bayer (formerly Monsanto)

ï Danforth Plant Science Center (and 39 North)

ïWashington andSt. Louis Universities

ï Incubator and Post-incubator facilities
Å Helix Center

Å Cortex (Central West End)

Agenda

ÅActivity

ÅHowour location makes a difference 

ÅMany aspects of Outreach

ÅHigh School Research

ÅEquipment/Programs

ÅDefining Success
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hǳǊ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 9ŦŦƻǊǘΧ

ÅOutreach efforts 

ï{ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΧ

ïSTEM/Early Career Fairs

ïCommunity Events

ïLearn By Doing
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How AreWe Different?  

STLCC Biotech Graduates joins 
Pizza with Professionals 

during Bio-Bench Teacher Workshop 

How Are We Different?  
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